
Adverbs 

Part of Speech 

 

COMPLETE CONCEPT EXPLANATION 

1. Definition 

An adverb is a word that modifies or describes a verb, an adjective, another adverb, or an entire clause or 
sentence. Unlike adjectives, which qualify nouns and pronouns, adverbs answer the questions: How? When? 
Where? How often? To what degree? and To what extent? 

Adverbs add precision, intensity, or nuance to the element they modify. They are among the most flexible parts 
of speech because they can appear in multiple positions within a sentence — before the word they modify, after 
it, or even at the beginning or end of a clause — often without changing the core meaning, only the emphasis. 

 

2. Types and Classifications of Adverbs 

2.1 Adverbs of Manner 

These adverbs describe how an action is performed. They typically answer the question 'How?' and are usually 
formed by adding -ly to adjectives. 

• Most are formed by adding -ly to adjectives: quick → quickly, careful → carefully, fierce → fiercely 

• Some adverbs of manner are identical to their adjective form: fast, hard, late, early, straight, high 

• Position: usually after the verb or after the object if the verb is transitive 

 



2.2 Adverbs of Time 

These adverbs indicate when an action takes place — specific or relative time. They answer the question 
'When?' Key examples: now, then, today, yesterday, tomorrow, soon, already, still, yet, recently, immediately, 
eventually, formerly, lately. 

• 'Still' suggests continuity: She is still working. 

• 'Yet' is used in negatives and questions: I haven't finished yet. Have you eaten yet? 

• 'Already' signals early completion: He has already left. 

 

2.3 Adverbs of Place 

These indicate where an action takes place, answering 'Where?' Examples: here, there, everywhere, nowhere, 
somewhere, above, below, inside, outside, nearby, abroad, upstairs, downstairs, forward, backward. 

• They usually follow the verb or the object: She looked everywhere. 

• They do not usually come between a verb and its direct object 

 

2.4 Adverbs of Frequency 

These describe how often an action occurs, answering 'How often?' Definite frequency: daily, weekly, annually, 
once, twice. Indefinite frequency: always, usually, often, frequently, sometimes, occasionally, rarely, seldom, 
hardly ever, never. 

• Indefinite frequency adverbs typically sit between the subject and the main verb 

• With auxiliary verbs, they go after the first auxiliary: She has often been late. 

• 'Always' and 'never' are at the extreme ends of the frequency spectrum 

 



2.5 Adverbs of Degree 

These express the intensity or extent of an action, adjective, or another adverb, answering 'How much?' or 'To 
what degree?' Examples: very, quite, rather, fairly, too, enough, almost, nearly, barely, scarcely, hardly, 
extremely, absolutely, completely, partially, somewhat, utterly. 

• 'Too' signals excess (beyond what is desirable): It is too hot to work. 

• 'Enough' signals sufficiency and follows the adjective or adverb it modifies: She is tall enough. 

• 'Very' and 'extremely' intensify; 'barely' and 'scarcely' are near-negatives 

 

2.6 Interrogative Adverbs 

These introduce questions. The four interrogative adverbs are: where (place), when (time), why (reason), and 
how (manner/degree). 

• Where did they go? 

• Why did she resign? 

• How did he manage to pass? 

 

2.7 Relative Adverbs 

These introduce relative clauses and connect them to the noun they modify. The three relative adverbs are: 
where, when, and why. 

• This is the city where I was born. (where = in which) 

• I remember the day when we first met. (when = on which) 

• That is the reason why she left. (why = for which) 

 

2.8 Conjunctive Adverbs 

These connect two independent clauses and show the logical relationship between them. They must be 
preceded by a semicolon (or a period starting a new sentence) and followed by a comma. Key examples: 



however, therefore, consequently, furthermore, moreover, nevertheless, otherwise, hence, thus, accordingly, 
meanwhile, subsequently. 

• He was tired; however, he continued working. 

• She studied hard; therefore, she succeeded. 

• The plan failed; consequently, the team had to redesign it. 

 

2.9 Sentence Adverbs 

These modify an entire sentence or clause rather than a single word, expressing the speaker's attitude or 
viewpoint. They are placed at the beginning of the sentence, separated by a comma. Examples: fortunately, 
unfortunately, surprisingly, evidently, allegedly, honestly, frankly, clearly, obviously. 

• Fortunately, no one was injured. 

• Surprisingly, the results were positive. 

• Clearly, something had gone wrong. 

 

2.10 Adverbs of Affirmation and Negation 

These confirm or deny an action. Affirmation: yes, certainly, surely, indeed, definitely, absolutely. Negation: no, 
not, never, hardly, barely, scarcely. 

• She will certainly agree. 

• He never tells lies. 

• I can hardly believe it. 

 

3. Rules of Adverbs 

RULE 1:  An adverb of manner is placed after the verb or after the object if one is present — not 
between the verb and the object. 



Ex. 1 She sang beautifully. / He completed the task efficiently. (correct positions) 

Ex. 2 She beautifully sang. (incorrect — interrupts verb-object flow) 

Ex. 3 They quickly solved the problem. (incorrect when object follows; say: They solved the problem 
quickly.) 

 

RULE 2:  Indefinite adverbs of frequency (always, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, never) are placed 
between the subject and the main verb, or after the auxiliary verb. 

Ex. 1 She always arrives on time. / He has never been late. (correct) 

Ex. 2 I go always to the gym on Mondays. (incorrect — 'always' cannot split verb phrase this way) 

Ex. 3 They are usually found in the northern regions. (with 'be' verb, frequency adverb follows) 

 

RULE 3:  Adverbs of degree (very, quite, rather, too, enough) modify adjectives and adverbs, not 
nouns or verbs directly. 

Ex. 1 She is very intelligent. / He runs quite fast. (correct — modifying adjective and adverb) 

Ex. 2 I very like music. (incorrect — 'very' cannot modify a verb; use 'really/greatly') 

Ex. 3 She was enough tall for the role. (incorrect — 'enough' must follow the adjective: tall enough) 

 

RULE 4:  'Too' expresses excess and implies a negative consequence. 'Very' is a neutral intensifier. 
They are not interchangeable. 

Ex. 1 This coffee is too hot to drink. (implies it cannot be drunk — correct use of 'too') 

Ex. 2 This coffee is very hot. (neutral description — no implied problem) 



Ex. 3 She is too beautiful. (wrong in neutral contexts — 'too' implies an undesirable extreme; use 'very') 

 

RULE 5:  Flat adverbs (hard, fast, late, early, straight, high, deep, close, far, long) do not use '-ly'. 
Using the -ly form changes the meaning. 

Ex. 1 He works hard. (correct — 'hard' = with effort) vs. He hardly works. (= almost does not work) 

Ex. 2 She arrived late. (correct — after expected time) vs. She arrived lately. (= recently; incorrect in 
this context) 

Ex. 3 The plane flew high. (correct — at great altitude) vs. The plane flew highly. (ungrammatical) 

 

RULE 6:  A conjunctive adverb joining two independent clauses must be preceded by a semicolon 
and followed by a comma. 

Ex. 1 He practised hard; therefore, he won the competition. (correct punctuation) 

Ex. 2 He practised hard, therefore he won. (incorrect — comma splice; semicolon needed before 
'therefore') 

Ex. 3 He practised hard therefore, he won. (incorrect — semicolon missing before the conjunctive 
adverb) 

 

RULE 7:  Relative adverbs (where, when, why) introduce adjective clauses modifying nouns of place, 
time, and reason respectively. They can often be replaced with a preposition + which. 

Ex. 1 The house where I grew up was sold. (= in which I grew up) 

Ex. 2 The moment when he spoke, everyone listened. (= at which he spoke) 



Ex. 3 The reason why she refused is unclear. (= for which she refused) 

 

RULE 8:  Sentence adverbs modify the whole clause and must be separated from it by a comma. 
They express the speaker's evaluation, not just manner. 

Ex. 1 Fortunately, the doctor arrived in time. (correct — comma separates from main clause) 

Ex. 2 Fortunately the doctor arrived in time. (missing comma — punctuation error) 

Ex. 3 Surprisingly, no casualties were reported. (sentence adverb expresses speaker's viewpoint) 

 

RULE 9:  Adverbs that modify entire clauses ('hardly', 'scarcely', 'barely', 'no sooner') trigger subject-
auxiliary inversion when placed at the front. 

Ex. 1 Hardly had she left when the phone rang. (correct inversion — not 'Hardly she had left') 

Ex. 2 No sooner had he arrived than the meeting began. (correct — 'no sooner...than' structure) 

Ex. 3 Scarcely had they settled in when the alarm sounded. (correct inversion) 

 

RULE 10:  Comparative adverbs use 'more/less + adverb' for most adverbs, and '-er' only for short 
one-syllable adverbs (fast → faster, hard → harder, early → earlier). 

Ex. 1 She runs faster than her brother. (monosyllabic — '-er' form correct) 

Ex. 2 He explained the concept more clearly than anyone else. (multi-syllabic — 'more' required) 

Ex. 3 She sings more loud than her sister. (incorrect — should be 'more loudly') 

 



RULE 11:  Superlative adverbs use 'most/least + adverb' for most forms. Short adverbs take '-est'. 
Use 'the' before the superlative adverb. 

Ex. 1 Of all the candidates, she spoke the most confidently. (correct — 'the most') 

Ex. 2 He finished the fastest among all participants. (correct — monosyllabic '-est') 

Ex. 3 She danced most gracefully of all. ('the most gracefully' preferred in formal usage) 

 

RULE 12:  'Yet' is used in negatives and questions; 'already' is used in affirmatives (and sometimes 
questions for emphasis). They must not be swapped carelessly. 

Ex. 1 Have you finished yet? / I haven't finished yet. (correct — 'yet' in question and negative) 

Ex. 2 She has already submitted the form. (correct — 'already' in affirmative) 

Ex. 3 Have you already eaten? (correct — question with 'already' implies surprise or earlier-than-
expected) 

 

RULE 13:  The adverb 'only' must be placed immediately before the word or phrase it modifies. 
Misplacing 'only' changes meaning drastically. 

Ex. 1 Only she saw the error. (no one else saw it) / She only saw the error. (she did nothing else about 
it) 

Ex. 2 She saw only the error. (she saw nothing else) / She saw the only error. (adjective, not adverb) 

Ex. 3 Only I can do this task. (emphasises the subject uniqueness — correct placement) 

 



RULE 14:  Double negatives are incorrect in Standard English. Do not combine negative adverbs 
(never, hardly, scarcely, barely) with 'not' or other negatives. 

Ex. 1 I can hardly understand it. (correct single negative) / She never refuses help. (correct) 

Ex. 2 I can't hardly understand it. (incorrect — double negative: 'can't' + 'hardly') 

Ex. 3 He doesn't never lie. (incorrect — 'doesn't' + 'never' creates a double negative) 

 

RULE 15:  Adverbs must not be used where adjectives are required. After linking verbs (be, seem, 
appear, become, feel, look, smell, taste, sound), use an adjective, not an adverb. 

Ex. 1 She looks beautiful. (correct — 'beautiful' is an adjective after a linking verb) 

Ex. 2 She looks beautifully. (incorrect — a linking verb requires a predicate adjective, not an adverb) 

Ex. 3 The soup tastes good. (correct — 'good' is adjective after 'tastes' as linking verb) 

 

4. Common Errors — Correct vs. Incorrect 

✗  INCORRECT ✓  CORRECT 

He drives careful. He drives carefully. 

She plays the piano good. She plays the piano well. 

I can't hardly breathe. I can hardly breathe. 

She looks beautifully today. She looks beautiful today. 

He speaks more louder than her. He speaks more loudly than her. 

Hardly she had left when it rained. Hardly had she left when it rained. 



He finished the work quick. He finished the work quickly. 

She is enough tall to reach. She is tall enough to reach. 

They always are ready. They are always ready. 

He didn't go nowhere. He didn't go anywhere. / He went nowhere. 

 

5. Comparison Table — Adverbs of Degree 

Adverb Degree of 
Intensity 

Example Note 

absolutely 100% — complete She is absolutely right. Used with ungradable adjectives 

extremely Very high It is extremely cold. Neutral intensifier — very strong 

very High (neutral) He is very smart. Most common intensifier 

quite Moderate–high It is quite warm today. Can mean 'fairly' or 'completely' 
depending on adjective 

rather Moderate (often 
with surprise) 

She is rather talented. Implies unexpectedness 

fairly Moderate (positive) The exam was fairly easy. More positive than 'rather' 

barely / scarcely 
/ hardly 

Near zero 
(negative) 

He barely passed. Near-negatives; trigger inversion 
if fronted 

too Excess (negative 
result) 

It is too loud to sleep. Always implies a problem 

 



6. Adverb vs. Adjective — Key Distinctions 

Function Adjective Adverb 

Modifies Noun or Pronoun Verb, Adjective, Adverb, Clause 

After linking verb? Yes (predicate adj.) No (error) 

Example She is a careful driver. She drives carefully. 

Hard/Hardly Hard work (adjective before noun) He works hard. / He hardly works. 
(different meanings) 

Good/Well That is a good idea. She performed well. (not 'good') 

Question answered Which? What kind? How? When? Where? How often? 

 

7. Memory Tricks and Mnemonics 

  Mnemonic — HWWWTO: The six adverb questions are How, When, Where, hoW often, To what degree, and 
hOw much. Remember them as 'HWWWTO — He Was Wondering Where To go.' 

  Flat adverb alert — FLESH: Fast, Late, Early, Straight, Hard — these five adverbs NEVER take -ly to mean the 
same thing. Adding -ly changes the meaning entirely (late vs. lately; hard vs. hardly). 

  Conjunctive adverb rule — SEMI-COMMA: A conjunctive adverb always needs a SEMI-colon before it and a 
COMMA after it when joining two independent clauses. 

  Inversion trigger — SHAN'B: Scarcely, Hardly, And No sooner, Never, Barely — these five fronted negatives 
always trigger subject-auxiliary inversion. 

 



RULES SUMMARY — Quick Revision Reference 

# Rule Quick Example 

1 Adverbs of manner go after the verb or after the 
object — never between verb and object. 

She sang beautifully. / They solved the 
problem quickly. 

2 Indefinite frequency adverbs go between subject and 
main verb, or after the first auxiliary. 

She always arrives on time. / He has 
never been late. 

3 Degree adverbs (very, quite, too, enough) modify 
adjectives/adverbs — not nouns or verbs. 

She is very intelligent. / He runs quite 
fast. 

4 'Too' implies excess and a negative consequence; 
'very' is a neutral intensifier. 

Too hot to drink. / Very hot (no 
problem implied). 

5 Flat adverbs (hard, fast, late) do not take -ly. Adding -
ly changes the meaning. 

Work hard (effort) ≠ Hardly work 
(almost not). 

6 A conjunctive adverb joining two clauses needs a 
semicolon before it and a comma after. 

She studied hard; therefore, she 
passed. 

7 Relative adverbs (where, when, why) introduce 
adjective clauses = preposition + which. 

The city where I live = in which I live. 

8 Sentence adverbs modify the whole clause and must 
be followed by a comma. 

Fortunately, no one was hurt. 

9 Negative adverbs fronted (hardly, scarcely, no 
sooner) require subject-auxiliary inversion. 

Hardly had she left when it began to 
rain. 

10 Comparative: use -er for short adverbs; more + 
adverb for long ones. 

Runs faster / speaks more clearly. 



11 Superlative: use -est for short adverbs; the most + 
adverb for long ones. 

Finished the fastest / the most 
confidently. 

12 'Yet' goes in negatives/questions; 'already' goes in 
affirmatives. 

Haven't finished yet. / Has already left. 

13 'Only' must be placed immediately before the word it 
modifies. 

Only she saw it (no one else did). 

14 No double negatives — negative adverbs (hardly, 
never) must not combine with 'not'. 

I can hardly hear. NOT: I can't hardly 
hear. 

15 After linking verbs (look, feel, seem, taste), use an 
adjective — not an adverb. 

She looks beautiful. NOT: She looks 
beautifully. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Category 1 — Spot the Mistake  (Q1–Q15) 

 

What it demands: Identify the adverb error in each sentence, name the rule violated, and write the corrected 
version with a brief grammatical reason. 

 

Q1.  She dances very graceful on stage and has won several competitions. 

Q2.  He worked hardly to meet the deadline, yet the project was rejected. 

Q3.  Hardly she had sat down when the meeting was called to order. 

Q4.  The manager doesn't never accept excuses for missing targets. 

Q5.  We could see the signal clear from the top of the hill. 



Q6.  The children play usually in the garden after school. 

Q7.  She looked beautifully in her new dress at the ceremony. 

Q8.  He completed the assignment more faster than any of his classmates. 

Q9.  I can't barely hear you over this noise. 

Q10.  She is enough experienced to lead the entire department independently. 

Q11.  He finished the race quick and received a standing ovation. 

Q12.  The report was submitted lately, despite repeated reminders from the coordinator. 

Q13.  She explained the concept clear and concise during the presentation. 

Q14.  He is too brilliant. Everyone admires his academic achievements. 

Q15.  The committee has decided; therefore they will announce the result tomorrow. 

 

Category 2 — Fill in the Right Word  (Q16–Q30) 

 

What it demands: Choose the most grammatically precise adverb from the options given. More than one option 
may appear plausible at first — analyse carefully before selecting. 

 

Q16.  She _______ arrives before 9 a.m., so her early presence today surprised everyone. 

A) always  B) still  C) yet  D) already 

Q17.  The injured player could _______ walk to the sideline without assistance. 

A) barely  B) fairly  C) quite  D) very 

Q18.  _______, the shipment arrived three days before the scheduled delivery date. 

A) Surprisingly  B) Fortunately  C) Eventually  D) Consequently 

Q19.  She speaks French _______ than her twin sister, having lived in Paris for five years. 



A) more fluent  B) fluently  C) more fluently  D) most fluently 

Q20.  The deadline has passed; _______, the committee will not accept any further submissions. 

A) however  B) therefore  C) although  D) moreover 

Q21.  He had _______ left the building when the alarm went off without warning. 

A) barely  B) quite  C) very  D) fairly 

Q22.  This jacket is _______ large for me. I will need to exchange it for a smaller size. 

A) very  B) too  C) quite  D) rather 

Q23.  They work _______ under pressure, which is why the firm values them so highly. 

A) efficient  B) efficiency  C) efficiently  D) more efficient 

Q24.  The audience sat _______ as the conductor raised the baton to begin. 

A) quiet  B) quietly  C) more quiet  D) quietest 

Q25.  He has _______ submitted the revised draft, so there is no need to resend it. 

A) yet  B) already  C) still  D) hardly 

Q26.  Of all the applicants, she answered the technical questions _______ impressively. 

A) more  B) much  C) most  D) very most 

Q27.  The witness spoke so _______ that the judge had to ask for the statement to be repeated. 

A) soft  B) softer  C) softly  D) more soft 

Q28.  No sooner _______ the lecture begun than several students raised objections. 

A) has  B) had  C) did  D) was 

Q29.  _______, she accepted the offer, though she had serious reservations about the terms. 

A) Nevertheless  B) Moreover  C) Subsequently  D) Therefore 

Q30.  The test was _______ difficult that most candidates were unable to complete it. 

A) very  B) too  C) so  D) quite 

 



Category 3 — Choose the Correct Sentence  (Q31–Q45) 

 

What it demands: Four sentences are given. Only one is grammatically correct. Identify it and explain precisely 
why the other three are wrong. 

 

Q31.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) She always is trying to improve herself. 

B) She is always trying to improve herself. 

C) She is trying always to improve herself. 

D) Always she is trying to improve herself. 

Q32.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) He finished the race fastly and collapsed at the finish line. 

B) He finished the race most fast and collapsed at the finish line. 

C) He finished the race fast and collapsed at the finish line. 

D) He finished the race faster and collapsed at the finish line. 

Q33.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) Hardly had she finished speaking than the audience erupted. 

B) Hardly she had finished speaking when the audience erupted. 

C) Hardly had she finished speaking when the audience erupted. 

D) She had hardly speaking finished when the audience erupted. 

Q34.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) The soup smells wonderfully; I'd like another bowl. 

B) The soup smells wonderful; I'd like another bowl. 

C) The soup smells more wonderful; I'd like another bowl. 

D) The soup smells wonderfully good; I'd like another bowl. 



Q35.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) She studies hard; therefore, she scores high on every test. 

B) She studies hard, therefore; she scores high on every test. 

C) She studies hard; therefore she scores high on every test. 

D) She studies hard therefore, she scores high on every test. 

Q36.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) The manager doesn't know nothing about the complaint. 

B) The manager hardly knows nothing about the complaint. 

C) The manager doesn't know anything about the complaint. 

D) The manager knows not nothing about the complaint. 

Q37.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) Only she told him the truth about the incident. 

B) She only told him the truth about the incident. 

C) She told only him the truth about the incident. 

D) All of the above are equally correct. 

Q38.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) She is tall enough to reach the upper shelf. 

B) She is enough tall to reach the upper shelf. 

C) She is very enough tall to reach the upper shelf. 

D) She is quite enough tall to reach the upper shelf. 

Q39.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) He is a too brilliant student to ignore. 

B) He is a very too brilliant student to ignore. 

C) He is too brilliant a student to ignore. 

D) He is a student too brilliant to ignore him. 

Q40.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 



A) She hasn't submitted the report already. 

B) She has already submitted the report. 

C) She already has yet submitted the report. 

D) She has submitted already yet the report. 

Q41.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) This problem is very unique and requires special attention. 

B) This problem is most unique and requires special attention. 

C) This problem is quite unique and requires special attention. 

D) This problem is unique and requires special attention. 

Q42.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) No sooner did she arrive than the lights went out. 

B) No sooner she arrived than the lights went out. 

C) No sooner did she arrive when the lights went out. 

D) No sooner had she arriving than the lights went out. 

Q43.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) He plays the violin good. 

B) He plays the violin goodly. 

C) He plays the violin well. 

D) He plays the violin very good. 

Q44.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) The new regulations will affect near every department in the organisation. 

B) The new regulations will affect nearly every department in the organisation. 

C) The new regulations will affect nearer every department in the organisation. 

D) The new regulations will affect most near every department in the organisation. 

Q45.  Which sentence is grammatically correct? 

A) Fortunately the team won the championship despite poor weather conditions. 



B) Fortunately; the team won the championship despite poor weather conditions. 

C) Fortunately, the team won the championship despite poor weather conditions. 

D) The team fortunately won, the championship despite poor weather conditions. 

 

Category 4 — Analyse, Rewrite & Explain  (Q46–Q60) 

 

What it demands: Deep grammatical analysis — identify adverb type and function in complex sentences, rewrite 
flawed passages, resolve competing rules, and explain the fine distinctions that separate near-correct from fully 
correct usage. 

 

Q46.  Identify the adverb in the following sentence, state its type, and explain exactly what it modifies: 'The 
committee had barely announced the shortlist when protests broke out across the city.' 

 

Q47.  Rewrite the following incorrect sentence and explain every error found: 'She speaks more louder and more 
clearer than any of her colleagues does in formal meetings.' 

 

Q48.  Explain the grammatical difference between these two sentences: (a) 'He drove fast to the hospital.' and 
(b) 'He drove hard to reach the hospital.' Identify the adverb type and function in each. 

 

Q49.  The following sentence contains a misplaced adverb. Identify it, explain the ambiguity it creates, and write 
three correctly repositioned versions each conveying a different meaning: 'The officer only reported the incident 
to her supervisor on Thursday.' 

 

Q50.  Analyse the following sentence and identify every adverb (including adverbial phrases): 'She had almost 
certainly already realised the mistake, but she waited silently until the last moment before quietly stepping 
forward.' 



 

Q51.  Rewrite the following passage correcting all adverb-related errors. Explain each correction: 'He works very 
hardly to meet deadlines. Unfortunate, he doesn't always submits reports on time. He drives fastly to office, but 
arrives late frequent.' 

 

Q52.  Explain the rule governing inversion with fronted negative adverbs. Then analyse why the following two 
sentences are both grammatically valid but stylistically different: (a) 'She had never seen such devastation 
before.' and (b) 'Never had she seen such devastation before.' 

 

Q53.  Compare the use of 'rather', 'quite', 'fairly', and 'pretty' as degree adverbs. Using your own examples, show 
how each conveys a subtly different degree of intensity or attitude. 

 

Q54.  The following sentence is ambiguous due to adverb positioning. Identify the ambiguity and explain how 
repositioning the adverb resolves it: 'Doctors frequently prescribe this drug for patients who are hospitalised.' 

 

Q55.  Identify the conjunctive adverb in the following passage, correct any punctuation errors, and explain the 
grammatical function each conjunctive adverb performs: 'The project was delayed, however the team delivered 
the final version on time. Moreover it exceeded quality benchmarks; therefore, the client extended the contract.' 

 

Q56.  Distinguish between a relative adverb and a relative pronoun using the following sentence pairs: (a) 'This 
is the town where I grew up.' vs. (b) 'This is the town that I grew up in.' Analyse the structure of each clause. 

 

Q57.  Rewrite the following sentence in four different ways, each time placing the adverb 'quietly' in a different 
position. Explain how the position changes emphasis or meaning: 'She told him the news.' 

 



Q58.  Analyse the following paragraph for all instances where adjectives have been used where adverbs are 
required (or vice versa), correct them, and explain the grammatical principle: 'The patient recovered surprising 
quick after the surgery. The doctor performed exceptional and the nurses responded prompt to every need.' 

 

Q59.  Explain the difference in meaning between 'She almost didn't make it' and 'She didn't almost make it.' 
What is the function of 'almost' in each sentence? Why does position matter critically here? 

 

Q60.  The following sentence uses three adverbs in succession. Analyse each one — its type, what it modifies, 
and whether the order and position are grammatically justified: 'He had previously quite consistently performed 
far below the expected standard in every assessment.' 

 

 

PART 2 — ALL 60 ANSWERS WITH DETAILED EXPLANATIONS 

Category 1 — Spot the Mistake: Answers  (Q1–Q15) 

 

Q1 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'graceful' (adjective) used instead of 'gracefully' (adverb). Corrected: 'She dances very gracefully on 
stage...' 

The verb 'dances' is an action verb, so it must be modified by an adverb, not an adjective. 'Graceful' describes a 
noun; 'gracefully' describes how she dances. Additionally, 'very' correctly modifies the adverb 'gracefully'. 

 

Q2 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'hardly' (= almost not at all) used instead of 'hard' (= with great effort). Corrected: 'He worked hard to 
meet the deadline...' 



'Hard' is a flat adverb meaning with great effort. 'Hardly' is a near-negative adverb meaning barely or scarcely, 
implying almost no effort at all — the opposite of what the sentence means. This is a classic flat adverb 
confusion. 

 

Q3 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: No subject-auxiliary inversion after fronted 'Hardly'. Corrected: 'Hardly had she sat down when the 
meeting was called to order.' 

When a near-negative adverb like 'hardly', 'scarcely', or 'barely' is placed at the front of a clause for emphasis, 
subject-auxiliary inversion is mandatory. The correct structure is: Hardly + auxiliary + subject + main verb. 

 

Q4 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: Double negative — 'doesn't' and 'never' used together. Corrected: 'The manager never accepts 
excuses...' or '...does not accept any excuses...' 

Standard English does not permit double negatives. 'Doesn't never' combines two negating elements, which 
logically creates a positive (does sometimes accept). Either remove 'doesn't' and use 'never', or keep 'doesn't' 
and replace 'never' with 'ever'. 

 

Q5 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'clear' (adjective) used instead of 'clearly' (adverb). Corrected: 'We could see the signal clearly from 
the top of the hill.' 

'See' is an action verb here (not a linking verb), so it must be modified by an adverb. 'Clear' is an adjective; 
'clearly' is the correct adverb form. (Note: 'see clear' would be acceptable in idiomatic spoken British English but 
is not standard formal usage.) 

 



Q6 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'usually' placed between 'play' (verb) and the rest of the sentence, creating incorrect word order. 
Corrected: 'The children usually play in the garden after school.' 

Indefinite frequency adverbs like 'usually' must be placed between the subject and the main verb, not after the 
verb. The correct order is: Subject + frequency adverb + main verb. 

 

Q7 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'beautifully' (adverb) used after the linking verb 'looked'. Corrected: 'She looked beautiful in her new 
dress...' 

'Look' here functions as a linking verb (similar to 'seem' or 'appear'). A linking verb connects the subject to a 
description — that description must be an adjective (predicate adjective), not an adverb. 'Beautifully' modifies a 
verb; 'beautiful' modifies the noun subject 'she'. 

 

Q8 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'more faster' is a double comparative. Corrected: 'He completed the assignment faster than any of 
his classmates.' 

'Fast' is a one-syllable flat adverb and forms its comparative by adding -er: 'faster'. Adding 'more' before it 
creates a redundant double comparative, which is ungrammatical. Either 'more' or '-er' is used — never both. 

 

Q9 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: Double negative — 'can't' (negative) and 'barely' (near-negative adverb) combined. Corrected: 'I can 
barely hear you over this noise.' 

'Barely' is a near-negative; it already implies near-impossibility. Combining it with 'can't' creates an illogical 
double negative. The sentence should use only one negative element. 

 



Q10 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'enough' placed before the adjective instead of after it. Corrected: 'She is experienced enough to 
lead the entire department independently.' 

'Enough' as a degree adverb must always follow the adjective or adverb it modifies. Placing it before the 
adjective ('enough experienced') is a word-order error. This is different from 'enough' as a determiner before a 
noun ('enough time'). 

 

Q11 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'quick' (adjective) used instead of 'quickly' (adverb). Corrected: 'He finished the race quickly and 
received a standing ovation.' 

The verb 'finished' is an action verb and requires an adverb to describe how it was done. 'Quick' is an adjective; 
'quickly' is the correct adverb form. (Note: 'quick' is acceptable in informal speech, but standard grammar 
requires 'quickly'.) 

 

Q12 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'lately' (= recently) used instead of 'late' (= after the expected time). Corrected: 'The report was 
submitted late, despite repeated reminders.' 

'Late' as an adverb means not on time. 'Lately' means recently or in recent times and cannot describe 
punctuality. This is a flat adverb error — 'late' and 'lately' are two different adverbs with entirely different 
meanings. 

 

Q13 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'clear' (adjective) used instead of 'clearly', and 'concise' (adjective) should be 'concisely'. Corrected: 
'She explained the concept clearly and concisely during the presentation.' 

Both words modify the action verb 'explained' and must therefore be adverbs. 'Clear' and 'concise' are 
adjectives; 'clearly' and 'concisely' are the correct adverb forms. 

 



Q14 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: 'too' used in a neutral/positive context. Corrected: 'He is very brilliant. Everyone admires his 
academic achievements.' 

'Too' implies excess with a negative consequence ('too hot to drink', 'too tired to think'). In a sentence where 
everyone admires him, there is no negative result — so 'very' or 'extremely' is the correct degree adverb. 'Too 
brilliant' implies his brilliance is a problem. 

 

Q15 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Error: Comma used before 'therefore' instead of a semicolon. Corrected: 'The committee has decided; 
therefore, they will announce the result tomorrow.' 

'Therefore' is a conjunctive adverb. When it joins two independent clauses, it must be preceded by a semicolon 
(not just a comma, which creates a comma splice) and followed by a comma. The corrected version uses the 
correct punctuation pattern: [clause]; therefore, [clause]. 

 

Category 2 — Fill in the Right Word: Answers  (Q16–Q30) 

 

Q16 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) always 

The sentence implies a habitual action (arrives before 9 a.m.), and the fact that her early presence 'surprised 
everyone today' confirms this is a regular pattern being contrasted with today. 'Always' correctly expresses 
habitual frequency. 'Still' implies continuity of an ongoing state; 'yet' is used in negatives/questions; 'already' 
implies earlier-than-expected completion — none fits the context. 

 

Q17 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) barely 



'Barely' is a near-negative degree adverb meaning 'with great difficulty; almost not at all', which perfectly fits an 
injured player struggling to walk. 'Fairly', 'quite', and 'very' are all positive intensifiers expressing degrees of ease 
— the opposite of what an injured player would experience. 

 

Q18 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) Surprisingly 

The shipment arrived three days early — earlier than expected. 'Surprisingly' correctly expresses the 
unexpectedness of this outcome and functions as a sentence adverb expressing the speaker's attitude. 
'Fortunately' implies the event was lucky (possible, but less precise). 'Eventually' implies delay. 'Consequently' 
implies it was a result of something — none of these fit as well as 'Surprisingly'. 

 

Q19 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) more fluently 

'Fluently' is a three-syllable adverb ending in -ly; its comparative must be formed with 'more' — not with -er. 
Option A ('more fluent') uses the adjective instead of the adverb. Option B ('fluently') is the base form with no 
comparative. Option D ('most fluently') is the superlative, used when comparing more than two — here only two 
sisters are compared. 

 

Q20 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) therefore 

The second clause is a logical consequence of the first (deadline has passed → no more submissions). 
'Therefore' is a conjunctive adverb expressing result. 'However' signals contrast. 'Although' is a subordinating 
conjunction (not a conjunctive adverb). 'Moreover' adds supplementary information, not a consequence. 

 

Q21 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) barely 



The sentence describes someone who had just left when the alarm went off — implying the departure and the 
alarm were almost simultaneous, with almost no gap. 'Barely' (a near-negative adverb) captures this narrow 
margin. 'Quite', 'very', and 'fairly' are positive intensifiers that imply completion with ease, contradicting the near-
simultaneous timing the sentence conveys. 

 

Q22 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) too 

'Too' expresses excess with a negative consequence — here, the jacket being too large means it cannot be 
used and must be exchanged. The sentence explicitly says 'I will need to exchange it', confirming the problem. 
'Very', 'quite', and 'rather' are neutral intensifiers that carry no implication of a problem — they would not logically 
lead to an exchange. 

 

Q23 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) efficiently 

The verb 'work' is an action verb and must be modified by an adverb. 'Efficient' (A) is an adjective; 'efficiency' (B) 
is a noun; 'more efficient' (D) is a comparative adjective — none can modify a verb. 'Efficiently' is the correct 
adverb form. 

 

Q24 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) quietly 

'Sat' is an action verb here (describing how the audience sat), requiring an adverb. 'Quiet' (A) is an adjective. 
'More quiet' (C) and 'quietest' (D) are comparative and superlative adjective forms. 'Quietly' is the correct adverb 
that modifies the action of sitting. 

 

Q25 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) already 



'Already' is used in affirmative sentences to indicate that something has happened before now or earlier than 
expected. The context ('no need to resend it') confirms the action is complete. 'Yet' is used in negatives and 
questions. 'Still' implies an ongoing state. 'Hardly' is a near-negative intensifier — none of these fit an affirmative 
completion context. 

 

Q26 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) most 

The sentence compares one applicant to all others ('of all the applicants'), requiring the superlative. 'Most 
impressively' is the superlative of 'impressively' (a multi-syllable adverb). 'More' (A) is the comparative. 'Much' 
(B) intensifies but does not form the superlative. 'Very most' (D) is ungrammatical — 'very' cannot combine with 
a superlative. 

 

Q27 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) softly 

'Spoke' is an action verb requiring an adverb to describe manner. 'Soft' (A) is an adjective; 'softer' (B) is a 
comparative adjective; 'more soft' (D) is also an adjective form. 'Softly' is the only grammatically correct adverb 
form. 

 

Q28 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) had 

The 'No sooner...than' structure requires the past perfect tense with inversion: 'No sooner had [subject] [past 
participle]...than...' Option A ('has') uses present perfect, breaking tense consistency. Option C ('did') would 
require a base verb form ('No sooner did she arrive') but the structure requires 'than', not 'when' — however, 'No 
sooner did...when' is also a common confusion. Option D ('was') would require a progressive form. 

 



Q29 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) Nevertheless 

The sentence shows contrast: she had serious reservations, yet she accepted the offer. 'Nevertheless' is the 
conjunctive adverb that means 'in spite of that' — perfect for this contrast. 'Moreover' adds information (no 
contrast). 'Subsequently' indicates what happened next chronologically. 'Therefore' indicates a logical 
consequence — but acceptance despite reservations is a contrast, not a consequence of the reservations. 

 

Q30 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) so 

The 'so...that' structure is used to express a cause and effect relationship where degree leads to a result. 'So 
difficult that most candidates...' correctly connects the extreme difficulty to its result (inability to complete). 'Very' 
and 'quite' do not form the 'so...that' construction. 'Too...to' would require an infinitive ('too difficult to complete'), 
not a 'that' clause. 

 

Category 3 — Choose the Correct Sentence: Answers  (Q31–Q45) 

 

Q31 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) She is always trying to improve herself. 

The frequency adverb 'always' must follow the auxiliary verb 'is' in a progressive tense structure. Option A puts 
'always' before 'is', incorrectly splitting subject from auxiliary. Option C places 'always' between infinitive particle 
'to' and the verb 'improve', creating a split infinitive — also incorrect here. Option D fronts 'always' without 
inversion, which is informal at best and ungrammatical in formal use. 

 

Q32 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) He finished the race fast and collapsed at the finish line. 



'Fast' is a flat adverb that does not take -ly and means 'at high speed'. Option A uses 'fastly', which is not a real 
English word. Option B uses 'most fast' — incorrect superlative (should be 'fastest'). Option D ('faster') is 
comparative and implies comparison with something else, but no comparison is being made — 'fast' (base form) 
is correct. 

 

Q33 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) Hardly had she finished speaking when the audience erupted. 

The 'Hardly...when' construction requires subject-auxiliary inversion: 'Hardly had she...' Option A uses 'than' 
instead of 'when' — 'hardly...when' is the correct pairing ('No sooner...than' is the alternative structure). Option B 
omits inversion ('Hardly she had...'), which is wrong. Option D disrupts the word order entirely. 

 

Q34 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) The soup smells wonderful; I'd like another bowl. 

'Smell' here is a linking verb connecting the subject 'soup' to its quality — it requires a predicate adjective 
('wonderful'), not an adverb. Option A uses 'wonderfully' (adverb) after a linking verb — incorrect. Option C uses 
the comparative 'more wonderful' without a comparison point. Option D stacks 'wonderfully good', creating a 
redundant double modifier. 

 

Q35 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) She studies hard; therefore, she scores high on every test. 

A conjunctive adverb ('therefore') joining two independent clauses requires a semicolon before it and a comma 
after it. Option A follows this rule perfectly. Option B misplaces the semicolon after 'therefore' instead of before it. 
Option C omits the required comma after 'therefore'. Option D uses only a comma before 'therefore', creating a 
comma splice. 

 



Q36 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) The manager doesn't know anything about the complaint. 

Standard English requires only one negative element per clause. Option A combines 'doesn't' (negative 
auxiliary) with 'nothing' (negative pronoun) — double negative. Option B combines 'hardly' (near-negative) with 
'nothing' — double negative. Option D uses 'knows not nothing' — a triple negative construction. Only Option C 
uses a single negative structure correctly. 

 

Q37 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  All three (A, B, C) are grammatically correct but convey different meanings. 

This is a critical insight into adverb placement. (A) 'Only she told him' — no one else told him. (B) 'She only told 
him' — she did nothing else (didn't warn, help, etc.). (C) 'She told only him' — she told nobody else. All three 
sentences are grammatically well-formed; the position of 'only' shifts the focus of the restriction. Option D 
claiming they are 'equally correct' is misleading — they are each correct but not equivalent in meaning. 

 

Q38 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) She is tall enough to reach the upper shelf. 

'Enough' as a degree adverb must follow the adjective it modifies — so 'tall enough', not 'enough tall'. Option B 
places 'enough' before the adjective — word-order error. Options C and D add 'very' or 'quite' before 'enough', 
creating ungrammatical combinations: 'enough' itself does not take an intensifier before it in this adverbial 
function. 

 

Q39 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) He is too brilliant a student to ignore. 

The 'too + adjective + a + noun + to + infinitive' structure is the grammatically correct pattern. Option A puts 'too 
brilliant' before 'a student' with the article in the wrong position. Option B adds 'very' before 'too', which is 
incorrect ('very too' is ungrammatical). Option D adds a redundant object pronoun 'him' after 'ignore' — the 
infinitive's implied subject is already 'he', making 'him' unnecessary. 



 

Q40 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) She has already submitted the report. 

'Already' is used in affirmative sentences; it goes between the auxiliary and the main verb. Option A uses 'hasn't 
submitted... already' — mixing a negative auxiliary with 'already' incorrectly (should be 'yet' in negatives). Option 
C combines 'already' and 'yet' — they cannot be used together. Option D scrambles the word order entirely. 

 

Q41 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  D) This problem is unique and requires special attention. 

'Unique' is an absolute adjective — it means 'one of a kind' and does not admit of degrees. It cannot be 
intensified by 'very', 'most', or 'quite' because something either is unique or it is not. Options A, B, and C all 
attempt to grade an absolute adjective, which is grammatically incorrect in formal English. 

 

Q42 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  A) No sooner did she arrive than the lights went out. 

The 'No sooner...than' structure requires subject-auxiliary inversion in the first clause (hence 'did she arrive', not 
'she arrived'). Option B omits the inversion. Option C incorrectly uses 'when' with 'No sooner' — the correct 
paired conjunction is 'than' (contrast with 'Hardly...when'). Option D uses 'arriving' instead of the base verb form 
required after 'did'. 

 

Q43 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) He plays the violin well. 

'Play' is an action verb (not a linking verb), so it requires an adverb. 'Well' is the correct adverb form of 'good'. 
Option A uses 'good' (adjective — cannot modify an action verb). Option B uses 'goodly' — this word is archaic 
and non-standard; it is not accepted in modern English grammar. Option D uses 'very good' — 'good' remains an 
adjective, not an adverb, and 'very' intensifying it does not convert it. 



 

Q44 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  B) The new regulations will affect nearly every department in the organisation. 

'Nearly' is the correct adverb form, meaning 'almost' — it modifies 'every' (a determiner). 'Near' in Option A is an 
adjective or preposition, not an adverb meaning 'almost' (except in informal British English). 'Nearer' in Option C 
is a comparative adjective. 'Most near' in Option D is grammatically redundant and incorrect. 

 

Q45 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  C) Fortunately, the team won the championship despite poor weather conditions. 

Sentence adverbs like 'Fortunately' must be followed by a comma when they open a sentence. Option A omits 
this required comma. Option B places a semicolon after 'Fortunately', which is incorrect (semicolons join 
clauses, not sentence adverbs to their clauses). Option D misplaces the comma inside the main clause, 
disrupting the sentence structure. 

 

Category 4 — Analyse, Rewrite & Explain: Answers  (Q46–Q60) 

 

Q46 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Adverb: 'barely'. Type: Adverb of Degree (near-negative). Modifies: the verb phrase 'had announced'. 

'Barely' is a near-negative degree adverb that here modifies the entire verb phrase 'had barely announced the 
shortlist', expressing that the announcement had only just occurred when the protests broke out. Note that 
'barely' is also fronted structurally (placed before the verb it modifies), and because it is part of an embedded 
clause ('the committee had barely announced...'), it does not trigger inversion in this context — inversion is 
required only when a near-negative is moved to the very front of a main clause for emphasis. 

 



Q47 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Corrected: 'She speaks more loudly and more clearly than any of her colleagues does in formal meetings.' 
— However, 'does' should be 'do' since 'colleagues' is plural. Final: 'She speaks more loudly and more clearly 
than any of her colleagues do in formal meetings.' 

Errors identified: (1) 'more louder' — double comparative; 'loudly' already takes 'more' for its comparative, 
making '-er' redundant. (2) 'more clearer' — same error; double comparative on 'clearly'. (3) 'does' — subject-
verb agreement error: 'colleagues' is plural, so the verb must be 'do'. The corrected sentence uses 'more loudly' 
and 'more clearly' (comparative of multi-syllable adverbs) and 'do' for the plural subject. 

 

Q48 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Sentence (a): 'fast' is a flat adverb of manner modifying 'drove'. Sentence (b): 'hard' is a flat adverb of 
manner modifying 'drove'. 

Both 'fast' and 'hard' are flat adverbs (no -ly form for the same meaning), but they convey different nuances. In 
(a), 'drove fast' describes speed — the rate of travel was high. In (b), 'drove hard' describes effort or intensity of 
driving — he drove with determination or force. The infinitive phrase 'to reach the hospital' in (b) clarifies 
purpose, reinforcing that 'hard' emphasises his intent. Neither can be replaced with 'fastly' or 'hardly' without 
changing the meaning entirely — 'hardly drove' would mean 'barely drove'. 

 

Q49 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  The misplaced adverb is 'only'. Its current position ('only reported') creates ambiguity about whether the 
restriction applies to the reporting action, the recipient (supervisor), or the timing (Thursday). 

The three rewritten versions: (1) 'Only the officer reported the incident to her supervisor on Thursday.' (no one 
else reported it). (2) 'The officer reported the incident only to her supervisor on Thursday.' (she told only the 
supervisor, no one else). (3) 'The officer reported the incident to her supervisor only on Thursday.' (she waited 
until Thursday to report it). Each repositioning of 'only' places the restriction on a different element of the 
sentence, producing a completely different meaning. This illustrates why 'only' must always be placed 
immediately before the word or phrase it restricts. 

 



Q50 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Adverbs identified: 'almost' (degree, modifying 'certainly'), 'certainly' (degree/affirmation, modifying 'had 
realised'), 'already' (time, modifying 'had realised'), 'silently' (manner, modifying 'waited'), 'quietly' (manner, 
modifying 'stepping forward'). 

The sentence also contains the adverbial phrase 'until the last moment' (adverb of time, modifying 'waited') and 
'before quietly stepping forward' (adverbial phrase of time/manner). The stacking of 'almost certainly already' is 
grammatically valid: 'almost' reduces the certainty of 'certainly', and 'already' adds a time dimension to 'had 
realised'. Stacked adverbs follow degree of specificity: the broadest modifier ('almost') comes first, then the 
degree modifier ('certainly'), then the time modifier ('already') — all modifying the verb phrase. 

 

Q51 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Corrected passage: 'He works very hard to meet deadlines. Unfortunately, he doesn't always submit 
reports on time. He drives fast to the office, but arrives late frequently.' 

Corrections explained: (1) 'very hardly' → 'very hard': 'hardly' is a near-negative; 'hard' is the correct flat adverb 
meaning with great effort. (2) 'Unfortunate' → 'Unfortunately': a sentence adverb modifying the whole clause 
must be in adverb form (-ly) and must be followed by a comma. (3) 'submits' → 'submit': 'doesn't' is the auxiliary, 
so the main verb must be in base form (bare infinitive). (4) 'fastly' → 'fast': 'fastly' does not exist; 'fast' is already 
an adverb. (5) 'late frequent' → 'late frequently': 'frequent' is an adjective; the adverb 'frequently' is needed to 
modify the verb 'arrives'. 

 

Q52 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Both sentences are grammatically correct. Sentence (a) is unmarked (standard word order). Sentence (b) 
uses fronted inversion for emphasis. 

When a near-negative adverb like 'never' is placed at the front of a clause for rhetorical emphasis, subject-
auxiliary inversion is mandatory: 'Never had she seen...' (not 'Never she had seen'). In sentence (a), 'never' 
follows the auxiliary in its standard position — natural, conversational, neutral. In sentence (b), the fronted 
'never' creates dramatic emphasis, foregrounding the negative and making the statement more striking — a 



device common in formal writing, literature, and oratory. Both are grammatically valid; the choice between them 
is one of style and intended effect. 

 

Q53 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  All four are degree adverbs but differ in intensity, register, and implied attitude. 

Analysis: 'Rather' (moderate — often implies mild surprise or a slightly critical tone): 'She was rather rude to the 
guests.' 'Quite' (ambiguous — can mean 'fairly' before gradable adjectives or 'completely' before ungradable 
ones): 'He is quite tired.' vs. 'She is quite right.' 'Fairly' (moderate — generally positive or neutral, slightly weaker 
than 'rather'): 'The exam was fairly straightforward.' 'Pretty' (informal — similar to 'fairly' or 'quite' but more 
colloquial; avoid in formal writing): 'She was pretty good at the task.' Key distinction: 'quite' before an ungradable 
adjective means 100% (absolutely), while before a gradable one it means partially. This makes 'quite' the most 
contextually sensitive of the four. 

 

Q54 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Ambiguity: 'frequently' could modify either 'prescribe' or 'for patients who are hospitalised'. 

Reading 1 (most likely intended): Doctors prescribe this drug frequently — the frequency modifies the verb 
'prescribe', meaning this is a common medical practice. Reading 2 (possible): Doctors prescribe this drug for 
patients who are frequently hospitalised — the frequency modifies how often the patients are hospitalised, not 
how often the prescription is given. To resolve Reading 1: 'Doctors frequently prescribe this drug for hospitalised 
patients.' (adverb moved before the verb). To resolve Reading 2: 'Doctors prescribe this drug for patients who 
are frequently hospitalised.' (adverb placed within the relative clause where it belongs). 

 

Q55 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Conjunctive adverbs: 'however' (contrast) and 'therefore' (result/consequence). 'Moreover' is also a 
conjunctive adverb (addition). 

Errors and corrections: (1) 'delayed, however the team' — comma before 'however' creates a comma splice. 
Correction: 'delayed; however, the team...' (semicolon before, comma after). (2) 'Moreover it exceeded' — 



'moreover' as a conjunctive adverb connecting two independent thoughts requires a semicolon before it (or a 
period) and a comma after it. Correction: 'Moreover, it exceeded...' (if continuing the same sentence after the 
semicolon from 'however') or starting a new sentence. Corrected passage: 'The project was delayed; however, 
the team delivered the final version on time. Moreover, it exceeded quality benchmarks; therefore, the client 
extended the contract.' 

 

Q56 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Relative adverb (a): 'where' introduces an adjective clause modifying 'town'. Relative pronoun (b): 'that' 
also introduces an adjective clause modifying 'town' but functions as the object of the preposition 'in'. 

In (a), 'where' replaces 'in which' — it is a relative adverb that incorporates the preposition and the relative word 
together: 'where I grew up' = 'in which I grew up'. The clause is an adjective clause; 'where' is not the subject or 
object of the clause but functions adverbially within it. In (b), 'that' is a relative pronoun functioning as the object 
of the preposition 'in': 'that I grew up in' = 'in which I grew up'. The clause structure is the same, but 'that' 
requires the preposition 'in' to be retained (and placed at the end of the clause in informal English). Both are 
grammatically correct; (a) is more formal and economical; (b) is more common in informal speech. 

 

Q57 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Four placements of 'quietly': 

(1) 'Quietly, she told him the news.' — Sentence adverb position; 'quietly' modifies the entire action, with slight 
emphasis on the overall manner of the communication. (2) 'She quietly told him the news.' — Standard mid-
sentence position; 'quietly' modifies 'told' without drawing special attention to itself — most natural and neutral. 
(3) 'She told him the news quietly.' — End position; 'quietly' is given mild emphasis by appearing last — the 
listener's attention is drawn to the manner of delivery as a final detail. (4) 'She told him quietly the news.' — This 
is unusual and slightly awkward (interrupting 'told him... the news') but not ungrammatical in British English. It 
places special stress on 'quietly' between the verb and its arguments. Positions 1–3 are all commonly used; 
position 4 is marked and emphatic. 

 



Q58 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Corrected paragraph: 'The patient recovered surprisingly quickly after the surgery. The doctor performed 
exceptionally and the nurses responded promptly to every need.' 

Errors corrected: (1) 'surprising quick' — both words are adjectives here; neither can modify the verb 'recovered'. 
'Surprisingly' (adverb) modifies 'quickly' (adverb), which modifies 'recovered'. (2) 'exceptional' — adjective; 
cannot modify the action verb 'performed'. Replace with 'exceptionally'. (3) 'prompt' — adjective; cannot modify 
the verb 'responded'. Replace with 'promptly'. The governing principle: action verbs must be modified by 
adverbs, not adjectives. Adjectives can only modify nouns or follow linking verbs. 

 

Q59 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Sentence (a): 'almost' modifies 'didn't make it' — she came very close to not making it, but she did make 
it. Sentence (b): 'almost' modifies 'make it' — she barely made it; she nearly succeeded but ultimately did not. 

This is a subtle but critical distinction based on the scope of negation. In (a), 'almost' is within the scope of the 
negative: almost [didn't make it] — the near-failure itself is almost true, meaning she narrowly succeeded. In (b), 
'almost' is outside the scope of the negative: didn't [almost make it] — she didn't even come close to succeeding; 
the near-success never happened. Position determines which element 'almost' restricts, completely inverting the 
meaning. This illustrates why adverb placement in relation to negative elements must be considered with 
extreme care. 

 

Q60 — Answer & Explanation 

Ans:  Three adverbs: 'previously' (time), 'quite consistently' (degree + manner), 'far' (degree). 

Analysis: (1) 'previously' — adverb of time, modifying the entire verb phrase 'had performed far below the 
expected standard'; it establishes that this describes a past pattern. (2) 'quite' — adverb of degree, modifying 
'consistently'; it softens or qualifies how consistent the performance was. (3) 'consistently' — adverb of manner, 
modifying 'performed'; it describes the regularity of the performance. (4) 'far' — adverb of degree, modifying 
'below the expected standard' (an adverbial prepositional phrase); it intensifies how much below standard the 
performance was. Order justification: 'previously' (time frame) comes first, then 'quite consistently' 



(manner/degree of performance), then 'far' (degree of deviation). This sequence moves from context (when) to 
manner (how) to extent (how much) — a logical and grammatically acceptable adverb ordering pattern. 

 


